
BARC on the Web:                          http://www.w4amc.com               Ham Chatter 

PAGE 1 June 2025 

 

 

An Official BARC, W4AMC, and PARC, Publication Volume 59 Issue 6 June 2025 

Editor, Mark,  KG4GVJ    Email: hamchatter @ w4amc.com 

Amateur Radio 
“only fail-safe system” 

BARC June 10, 6:30pm in person. 
All members, families and guests are 
invited to attend. 
Oakwood School, 4000 MacGregor 
Downs Road. Greenville, NC 27834 . 
 
May meeting is Field Day Planning. 

  

PARC June 12, 7:00 PM at Zion 
Episcopal Church, Washington, NC  
Presentation by Patrick Bolan, KJ7JSU 
on Geochron. 

 

BARC Breakfast location “The Bake 
My Day” at 2803 Evans St, Greenville, 
NC. Remember, it’s on the Saturday 
following the General meeting. 
 

Q: I’m interested in participating in Field 

Day for the first time this year. How can 

I find a club near me that’s hosting Field 

Day so that I can join in on the fun? 

 
 A: You can search for nearby Field Day 
sites with the Field Day Site Locator 
at www.arrl.org/field-day-locator . The 
tool provides locations, talk-in 
frequencies, and contact information 
for sites located throughout the Unites 
States and Canada. 

BARC Board Meeting - June 24, 
2025. ZOOM 

 

Get ready for 2025 ARRL Field Day, 
June 28 - 29.  
 
  This year’s theme is “Radio Connects.” Get all the re-
sources to start preparing for your participation 
at www.arrl.org/FieldDay, and order t-shirts and other 
official gear at www.arrl.org/shop/FieldDay. The June 
issue of QST magazine will include a special section 
with additional advice and tips for Field Day, sponsored 
this year by LDG Electronics. The digital edition of 
June QST will be available on May 2, 2025.  

A request received by the Editor 
 
Hello Mark, 
I am KD2GUT, an operator on an international team that 
will be activating a global special event that has grown over 
the years, carrying the message of kindness and humane 
treatment of pets needing rescue from abuse and neglect. 
Many of us in the ham radio community treasure our own 
animals so much – often as companions in our shacks and 
on our adventurous activations. Now it is time to advocate 
for others. 
Our annual special event will be throughout August – first 
for cats and then for dogs – in connection with the respec-
tive national/international days of observance designated for 
both animals. Please can you include our article in your 
newsletter? 
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me at this email address. 
73 with big thanks in advance, 
Caryn Eve Murray  KD2GUT 
United States Team Leader for K2D 
 

See Page 3 for Email. 
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 Please bring to the Test the 
following, required: 
• Photo ID (drivers license) 
• Original Amateur Radio 
License 
• Copy of Amateur Radio 
License 
• Original CSCE’s 
• Copy of CSCE 
• Test fee (Cash) . 
 FRN number is required. * 
 A valid Email address will 

need to be provided. 
 

See this link for further 
information: https://w4amc.com/
get-your-license-ve/  

Well Wishes 
 

Thoughts and Prayers go out to 
the following: 
  
 The Families of the Hams who 
will be at their radios for long 
hours during Field Day. 
 
Please inform the Vice President 
and Ham Chatter of any changes 
or needs. 
This can be of death announce-
ments, sickness or prayers re-
quested. 
 

Next VE Session  

Happy Birthday 
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To find the next VE testing session 
please go to the ARRL web 
site: http://www.arrl.org/find-an-
amateur-radio-license-exam-
session and find one in your local 
area.  
 Practice taking the test on line 
with https://
www.hamradiolicenseexam.com.  

hamradioPrep.com 
HamStudy.org  
 
Study material at: http://
www.arrl.org/courses-training.                                                                                                                                                            

VE News 

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club 
members birthdays : 
 
 

 06-11 WA4SLC Bill 

06-12 n/c  Lindalee 

06-20 KN4VJR David              

06-27 W4JNC Richard 

07-12 KG4CZW Bonnie 

07-24 WA4MOK Bernie 

07-29 W4YDY        Dave  

 Please let me know of any additions or 

corrections. If yours is missing, I don’t 

have it! Email 

hamchatter@w4amc.com 

Presentation Ideas 
Needed                                                                                                                       

 

Please send ideas of new 
presentation topics and pre-
senters to our VP Judy 
W3JUU 

Email: info@w4amc.com 

The contents of this Newsletter 
doesn’t necessarily  express the 
opinion or views of Brightleaf Am-
ateur Radio Club or it’s members. 
No offence is intended. 

Gil Cartoons Courtesy of ARRL’s 2021 
Calendar(2020) and  Gil, a Collection of 
Classic Cartoon from QST(1986-2007) 
 
Articles in the Chatter may be from the 
ARRL Newsletters, ARES Newsletters and 
Section Managers. Others may be Material 
provided by others. Please respect possible 
copyrights. 
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An upcoming Event that has been requested to be included 
 
 
  When a group of radio operators begin calling “CQ International Dog Day” in August, they’re 
not just  looking for QSOs. 
They are in search of people who have room in their hearts to help the abandoned, abused and 
homeless dogs around the world in whatever way they can. These dozen or so special event op-
erators know the power of rescue because they’ve been deeply involved in it themselves : Hanz 
YL3JD and his wife opened their home – first in Holland, later in Latvia – and have given 
needy dogs a second chance at a new family. In Australia, and later in Germany, Ed DD5LP 
and his wife discovered – several times – that their household was incomplete without canine 
company. Many of the other operators’ rescued dogs were adopted after hard lives on the 
street; others were at the pound, hours away from being euthanized.  
International Dog Day (and in the US, National Dog Day) is August 26 every year. The tradi-
tion was created by US pet advocate Colleen Paige as a day to recognise the needs of society’s 
unwanted and cast-off dogs and affirm the commitment to adopt, donate or raise awareness of 
their special needs. 
Hanz amplified the original message by adding an amateur radio component in 2022, taking the 
special-event callsign YL1DOG and operating as a single station. The following year he was 
joined by Chris, G5VZ, and David, G4YVM, in the UK.  By 2024, a team of eight US rescue-
dog advocates, operating as K2D, had come on board. This year is the biggest yet, as hams in 
Germany and other countries run with the pack. All operators will be looking to hear from dog-
lovers and supporters in either CW or SSB on HF, on VHF/UHF simplex, or via DMR and 
Echolink. 
The international team has added incentive certificates, including special endorsements such as 
“Full Kennel,” the equivalent of a clean sweep. Their website, dogdayradio.org, is updated reg-
ularly with the operators’ special-event callsigns, their operating schedules, a chance to meet 
the dogs who inspired them and hear their stories. 
In case you are wondering where the cats are – well, they’re running ahead of the dogs! Inter-
national Cat Day will be operating as a separate event, two weeks before the Dog Day opera-
tors get on the air – and they will be carrying a similar message for cat-rescue awareness.  See 
catdayradio.org for details. 
For live updates of both events, to search for the different callsigns, to see the operators’ sched-
ules or to apply for and download award certificates visit these links when they become availa-
ble: 
https://hamlog.online/icd 
https://hamlog.online/idd 
Meanwhile, be aware that all special-event operators will be working like dogs – and why not? 
– because they want to hear and share as many rescue stories as they can. 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Hello Brightleaf Members, 

The third annual PARC-BARC picnic was a great success with a huge turnout!  Dozens of amateurs gathered 
for a swap-meet, good food, and fellowship.  June now brings us Field Day on the 28th.  We will be operating 
from the Oakwood School, but this year we will move to a new room to accommodate changes from last 
years' construction.  Final plans for Field Day will be discussed at the meeting on June 10th, but I expect we'll 
have a work day before Field Day to ensure all the equipment is prepared for deployment. 

73, 

Nick Peaden KQ4PXG 

 

 

 

 

BARC’s President’s Corner, Nick KQ4PXG 

1900 Field Day 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Rick WB6JRV’s PARC President’s 
Corner 

Hello to all  East Carolina Hams! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I've been traveling out of state .... trying to catch up.  So not much new for Pamlico Amateur Radio Club. 

The Next Meeting is June 12th, 7:00 PM at Zion Episcopal Church Washington, NC.  See attachment for 
special presentation. 

At the last licensing session there were three applicants with two new licenses granted.  Next: The 

Pamlico Amateur Radio Club will be conducting Amateur Radio Testing at the Beaufort County 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) beginning at 10 AM on July 12, 2025. You may show up at any time 

after 9:30 AM to fill out paperwork.  

Field Day:  The Pamlico Amateur Radio Club will conduct ARRL Field Day 2025 at the Goose Creek State 

Park Visitor Center, 2190 Camp Leach Road, Washington, NC.  This year we'll be running entirely off bat-

teries and solar power on June 28 & June 29, 2025, concluding at noon on the 29th. Due to technical re-

strictions at the Center, we'll be operating out of the Main Lab in the Center.  PARC will have two operator 

stations. In addition we'll have a GOTA (Get On The Air) station also, available for Technician Class Ama-

teurs as well as the public.   ALL Amateur Radio Operators. as well as the public are invited, and we are 

expecting a number of dignitaries to stop by. 

The Pamlico Amateur Radio wishes to extend a welcome to our recently-joined new members. 

73 

Rick Moyer 

http://www.w4amc.com
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PARC Club Meetings: 
Meets  on the second Thursday of each month at : 
* Zion Episcopal Church 
* 7322 US 264 East 
* Washington, NC 27889 
* 7:00 PM start time 
Nets: 
2m Net ever Thursday at 8:00pm (Except 2nd Thursday meeting night) 
Washington (Chocowinity) repeater 147.255mhz PL 131.8 
80m Net every Tuesday at 7:00pm 
3850 SSB (or close by if freq in use) 
Breakfast every Wednesday at: 
Shep’s Grill 
129 N. Market St 
Washington, NC 27889 
Open to all Hams and interested parties. 
8:00 - 8:30 Start 
VE Sessions: Odd numbered month (Jan, Mar, May, July, Oct, and Nov) on 2nd Saturday at 9:30.  No walk-
ins, please reserve a spot. Next session May 10, 2025 
Contact Tom Kottke Kottketom@gmail.com or INFO@PARC.Com 
Location: 
Beaufort County EOC  
1420 Highland Ave 
Washington NC 27889 
 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
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NC Section News 
 
July 29, 2024 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THIS NEWSLETTER TO MEMBERS OF 
YOUR CLUB AND/OR GROUP.  THE ARRL EMAIL SYSTEM WAS HACKED AND WILL NOT 
BE OPERATIONAL UNTIL 2025.  COPIES OF PREVIOUS NC SECTION NEWSLETTERS, AS 
WELL AS ALL FUTURE NEWSLETTERS, CAN BE FOUND AT https://www.ncarrl.org  
 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE HIGH COUNTRY                                             May 4, 2025 
 
Up here in the Northwestern portion of North Carolina, much of the 
debris cleanup from Hurricane Helene is nearing completion but building 
repairs and housing replacement projects continue and there is much work 
still to be done in repairing damaged roadways. 
 
There was an announcement earlier this week that several segments of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway remain closed due to severe damage. 
(https://www.nps.gov/blri/planyourvisit/roadclosures.htm). 
 
NCDOT has a website that offers real-time updates on road closures 
across the state, including western North Carolina. Go to 
https://drivenc.gov/ for information about road closures. 
 
Business is coming back up this way and you are encouraged to plan 
visits to western North Carolina to help the small businesses that were 
adversely affected by Hurricane Helene. Numerous community events are 
being held and many of the charming small tow ns are open for business 
and many restaurants, shopping venues, and motels and other lodging 
sites will be happy to see you. 
 
PREPAREDNESS MATTERS 
 
As we continue to recover from the damages caused by Helene, there are a 
number of lessons from the disaster which will make us better prepared 
for the next disaster. Don’t be complacent that nothing like Helene 
will ever happen again because preparing for the unexpected is what 
emergency management is all about. 
 
Greg Hauser, W3FIE, the NC Statewide Interoperability Coordinator shared 
with other SWIC’s lessons from North Carolina that will help their 
jurisdictions to be better prepared. Greg’s comments are well worth 
your time and consideration and can be found at 

https://www.domesticpreparedness.com/articles/bridging-communication-gaps-lessons-from-hurricane-
helene. 
 
Persons who are serious about EmComm will want to reflect on what Greghas written. 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.ncarrl.org
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ARRL MATTERS 
 
CLUB UPDATES 
 
ARRL Affiliated Clubs are asked to do an annual update of their club 
information posted with the ARRL and publicly available at arrl.org. 
Instructions on how to do the update are in a document on the ARRL 
website at www.arrl.org/club-update. Clubs should designate someone to 
check on and update information about your club. The person doing the 
update must be an ARRL member and be signed into the ARRL website. 
Unfortunately, a lot of information about clubs, including meeting 
locations, officers, VE testing and local activities has become outdated 
due to the disruptions caused by the ARRL cyber-attack as well as a 
failure of many clubs to keep their information current. 
 
ARES UPDATES 
 
Publicity about the marathon operations over the Mt. Mitchell (145.190 
MHz, -negative offset, no tone) during and following Hurricane Helene 
has generated increased interest in forming or reactivating local ARES 
groups. 
In July 2024, ARRL completed a process that lasted several years and 
resulted in upgrading the standards to be followed by ARES groups and 
for persons who wish to complete the ARRL training courses as well as 
the ARES Task Book. Until recently, ARRL had not set timetables or 
upgraded its ARES training which limited the usefulness of ARES in 
supporting emergency managements. 
 
Updating ARES courses and training requirements were needed to make ARES 
more consistent with federal standards established for emergency 
communications groups and to better integrate ARES with federal, state 
and local emergency management operating under the National Incident 
Management System. 
 
Hopefully ARES will take on tasks beyond parades and bicycle races and 
become effective partners with the emergency management community. 
 
Information for persons wishing to become active in ARES can be found at 
http://www.arrl.org/ares . ARRL has established three levels (Basic, 
Intermediate and Advanced) with differing qualifications for ARES 
personnel that are reflected in course work and demonstration of 
particular skills during stated time periods. 
 
ARRL and the NC ARRL Section have established several policies that may 

be summarized as follows: 
 
a. Persons seeking appointment as a local ARES Emergency Coordinators 
must within one year complete the steps, procedures and skill 
demonstrations listed under the Advanced level of certification. Note 
that this presupposes prior completion of the Basic and Intermediate 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.arrl.org/club-update
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levels prior to undertaking the Advanced level. (ARES PLAN 2024, page 
9). 
 
b. ARES Emergency Coordinators are to submit on-line by the 5th of each 
month ARES Form 2. Form 2’s from the various EC’s within a Section 
are collated by the Section Emergency Coordinator into a ARES Form 4 by 
the 10th of each month to reflect ARES activities within the Section. 
Form 2 documents the number of activities, the number of personnel 
involved and the hours of service by ARES personnel in a particular 
county in a given month. 
 
c. Failure by an EC to file Form 2’s over a three month period will 
result in removal of the EC. 
 
d. Courses offered by ARRL and/or FEMA which have been updated since the 
course was completed by an individual in the past should be retaken in 
order to reflect current best practices. 
 
e. A candidate for appointment to the position of EC should submit a 
statement from the local emergency manager endorsing the candidate’s 
application for appointment as EC based on the relationship of the ARES 
group to the local emergency management agency. The application for 
appointment, the completed ARES Task book and an endorsement from the 
local emergency manager should be submitted to Section Emergency 
Coordinator Tom Brown, N4 TAB (tom.brown.n4tab@gmail.com) 
 
f. ARES groups should submit copies of their monthly reports of 
activities to the local emergency manager (i.e. the authority having 
jurisdiction) and the SEC and Section Manager, along with after action 
reports on exercises and actual emergencies discussing what worked well 
or could have been improved in the local operation. 
 
g. The upgraded ARES requirements do not replace Auxcomm standards 
which is a different program. Neither program replaces the other and 
interested persons can become qualified in either or both programs. 
 
FIELD DAY PLANNING 
 
June 28-29 is not far off in the future. Has your club or group gotten 
your plans nailed down for participating in this annual exercise? It is 
your opportunity to demonstrate the ability of amateur radio operators 
to set up temporary stations and antennas and to show the public and 
local officials about the ability of ham radio to operate away fro m home 
during disasters and emergencies. 
 
Information about Field Day and how to list your location in the Field 
Day locator map can be found at http://www.arrl.org/field-day . 
 
RETURN OF THE ARRL BULK EMAIL SYSTEM 
 
This newsletter is being sent to club presidents, interested persons, 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:tom.brown.n4tab@gmail.com
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and friends as has been my practice since the ARRL bulk email system was 
compromised in the May 2024 cyber attack. 
 
For the first time in nearly a year, the newsletter will be sent out via 
the ARRL mail system so some persons may receive two copies. 
 
I hope that club leaders will advise their members to sign on to the 
ARRL webpage and choose to receive the Director/Vice Director and 
Section Manager newsletters. We will continue to post copies of each 
issue of the NC Section Newsletter at ncarrl.org. We owe a debt of 
gratitude to Susan Langley Jones WA4AKB for her diligence in keeping the 
Section webpage up to date. 
 
FCC MATTERS 
 
FCC Enforcement personnel have initiated action against several Low 
Power Broadcasters for exceeding the authorized power limit in their FCC 
license. Low power broadcasters obtain licenses to operate as community 
stations at low power on frequencies used by high power broadcasters at 
some distance from the high power station. The idea is that a local 50 
watt transmitter can provide a signal to a locality too far away from, 
say a 100 KW or 10 KW station, to be received clearly making a frequency 
suitable for a low power station without causing interference to the 
distant high power station. 
 
Fort Lauderdale’s 92.7 MHz WZOP(LP), licensed to the Hollywood 
Brothers Helping Others organization, received a notice from the 
Commission for using a transmitter power output of 514 watts which was 
in excess (approximately 988% of its authorized power) of its authorized 
maximum output power of 52 watts., accord ing to the FCC. Go to 
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-410895A1.pdf for the 
violation notice. 
 
Another Low Power Broadcast station received enforcement notices from 
the FCC for running excessive power. WZPP (LP) operating on 96.1 MHz in 
Hollywood FL was found to be transmitting at 1000 watts power despite 
its license limiting the station to an effective radio power of 48 
watts. A trade publication describing the enforcement action can be 
found at 
https://www.radioworld.com/news-and-business/business-and-law/fcc-florida-lpfm-operated-at-over-800-of-
authorized-power. 
 
POTENTIAL THREAT TO AMATEUR OPERATIONS ON 222 MHz 
 
Ham groups in the Southwest are alarmed over FCC actions that involved 
issuance of several experimental licenses in California, Arizona and 
other locations to allow testing of high power radar stations in the 222 
MHz ham band. 
 
Apparently CHAOS Industries has received a number of licenses 
authorizing testing for varying periods and at varying locations. Hams 

http://www.w4amc.com
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in the Southwest indicate that the radar testing has affected reception 
of portable and mobile operation on the input of various repeaters and 
during weak signal operations by hams. Reports about the over 
interference has apparently been brought to the attention of ARRL 
leaders. 
(https://groups.io/g/repeater-builder/topic/threat_to_222_225mhz_spectrum/111985225. 
 
 
Published reports indicate that CHAOS Industries recently secured $145 
million to underwrite the testing of this equipment and other systems. 
CHAOS Industries is a significant defense contractor and has a valuaton 
of $2 billion according to information found at 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://news.crunchbase.com/
defense-tech/chaos-industries-series-c-valuation-advanced-detection-vanquish-radar/
&ved=2ahUKEwiQj8aP44iNAxWUMNAFHWLACvMQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1GVoSTX0B9OEX
uXkW 00Dhv 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
TOM BROWN N4TAB SECTION EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 
 
The NC Emergency Management Association, comprised of local and state 
emergency management personnel across the state recently recognized Tom 
with the 2024 James F. Buffalo Award for his outstanding achievements in 
support of Emergency Management. Tom has long been active in public 
safety, military and other emergency communications ventures. 
Congratulations for a job well done. 
 
ARMED FORCES CROSS BAND TEST ON MAY 10 
 
Each year, the Department of Defense conducts a cross band operation in 
which military stations operate on military frequencies but listen for 
contacts from amateur radio stations which are operating within the ham 
bands. Although this was done in the past on Armed Forces Day, May 10 
was chosen to allow hams who would otherwise be unavailable because of 
their presence at the Dayton Hamvention. 
 
Information about DOD stations and their frequencies can be found in a 
news article located at 
https://dxnews.com/forum/forum/amateur-radio-news/65167-armed-forces-day-crossband-test-10-may-2025. 
 
 
CLOSING COMMENT 
 
There is a significant uptick in ham radio activities with the arrival 
of Spring and Summer. 
 
Think about getting active during Field Day and going to one of the 
several hamfests that 
are listed on the ARRL webpage 
(http://www.arrl.org/hamfests-and-conventions-calendar) . 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://groups.io/g/repeater-builder/topic/threat_to_222_225mhz_spectrum/111985225
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://news.crunchbase.com/defense-tech/chaos-industries-series-c-valuation-advanced-detection-vanquish-radar/&ved=2ahUKEwiQj8aP44iNAxWUMNAFHWLACvMQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1GVoSTX0B9OEXuXkW%2000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://news.crunchbase.com/defense-tech/chaos-industries-series-c-valuation-advanced-detection-vanquish-radar/&ved=2ahUKEwiQj8aP44iNAxWUMNAFHWLACvMQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1GVoSTX0B9OEXuXkW%2000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://news.crunchbase.com/defense-tech/chaos-industries-series-c-valuation-advanced-detection-vanquish-radar/&ved=2ahUKEwiQj8aP44iNAxWUMNAFHWLACvMQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1GVoSTX0B9OEXuXkW%2000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://news.crunchbase.com/defense-tech/chaos-industries-series-c-valuation-advanced-detection-vanquish-radar/&ved=2ahUKEwiQj8aP44iNAxWUMNAFHWLACvMQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1GVoSTX0B9OEXuXkW%2000
https://dxnews.com/forum/forum/amateur-radio-news/65167-armed-forces-day-crossband-test-10-may-2025
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests-and-conventions-calendar
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Good weather makes it fun to do a parks on the air activation and there 
is no reason why your group cannot do a special event station to 
celebrate one of the many historic events for which North Carolina is 
known. 
 
If these suggestions don’t interest you, get a couple of your friends 
together and hop in the car and go to the Dayton Hamvention which will 
be held at the Green County Fairgrounds near Xenia Ohio on May 16-18. 
It is the biggest hamfest in North America and there will be lots of new 
and used equipment, as well as interesting forums, that should be of 
interest to almost every ham operator. 
 
Best wishes to each of you 
Marv Hoffman, WA4NC 
NC Section Manager 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ARRL North Carolina Section 
Section Manager: Dr Marvin K Hoffman, WA4NC 
wa4nc@arrl.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The inaugural Youth on the Air (YOTA) Junior Camp for the Americas has 
been scheduled for July 25 - 27, 2025. 

 
 The camp will be held at the National Voice of America Museum of Broadcasting in West Chester, Ohio. YO-
TA Junior is a three-day weekend camp for young hams to meet other young hams, participate in unique expe-
riences with radio-related technologies, and build relationships with mentors and peers. The camper applica-
tion period is open from now until June 1st. Licensed amateur radio operators under the age of 15 are eligible 
to attend. For additional information, please visit youthontheair.org.  

http://www.w4amc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farrl.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0zMzEyMTQ0JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDUwNzU5MCZsaT0zNzcyNDIxNA%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8f75334f0578446ad97f08dd7e00b211%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farrl.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0zMzEyMTQ0JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDUwNzU5MCZsaT0zNzcyNDIxMw%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8f75334f0578446ad97f08dd7e00b211%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 16 June 2025 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE HIGH COUNTRY                                      May 28, 2025 
 
The weather up here in the High Country during the past week has not 
been great. On Tuesday it was foggy most all day long with a half inch 
of precipitation recorded on my weather station. I had medical visits 
in Hickory and it was 45 degrees here when I left for Hickory on Tuesday 
morning. The high temperature on Tuesday was 55 degrees up here near 
Tweetsie Railroad. 
 
Not a great time for outdoor activities and the forecast is that much of 
this week will have intermittently dreary weather at least until 
Sunday. 
 
Today, on Wednesday, it was cloudy all day and sunshine was not to be 
found very easily in the High Country. 
 
FIELD DAY WILL SOON BE HERE! 
JUNE 28 AND 29 ARE COMING UP QUICKLY. 
 
Clubs and groups are urged to quickly focus on Field Day and determine 
how they want to answer these questions as part of their Field Day 
planning:  
 
Clubs and groups are urged to quickly focus on Field Day and determine 
how they want to answer these questions as part of their Field Day 
planning: 
 
• Where will you operate? 
 
• Over what time frame? There are indications that some groups plan 
to operate during Saturday afternoon, break for dinner and then take 
down their equipment. 
 
• Be sure to indicate if you plan to operate overnight and into 
Sunday. 
 
• How many stations will be in use at your location? 
 
• Have you reached out to the local emergency officials about 
operating outside the local EOC or a fire station? 
 
• What have you done to publicize your activity? Have you been in 
touch with a local newspaper or radio station to make sure that the 
public knows they are welcome to stop by and learn about amateur radio? 
 
 
• Have you reached out to the local Scouts to make sure they are 
invited to come by and possibly work on a radio/electronics merit 
badge? 
 
• Have you invited on or more local officials to stop by to learn more 

http://www.w4amc.com
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about what amateur radio is and how it served the public during the 
disruption s of normal communications from Hurricane Helene? 
 
You are encouraged to designate someone in your group to go to the 
arrl.org webpage and make sure that you Field Day operation is listed so 
that visiting hams can by to say hello and to learn about your club or 
group 
 
Remember, Field Day is always held on the last weekend in June which 
this year falls on June 28-29. 
 
Full details (rules, suggested publicity, and related topics) can be 
found at https://www.arrl.org/field-day . 
 
ROANOKE DIVISION TOWN HALL 
 
May 29 at 9 pm. The Roanoke Division Town Hall will largely focus on 
suggestions for clubs on how to hold a successful Field Day operation. 
The Town Hall will be held on line and you can sign in at: 
• ARRL-Roanoke Division Facebook, 
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CpH2Ck6Qj/ and gather a number of 
suggestions based on successes in prior Field Days. 
 
UPCOMING HAMFESTS 
 
• July 12, SALISBURY HAMFEST, Sal isbury Civic Center, 315 S. Martin 
Luther King Ave . Salisbury NC 28144. Sponsored by the Rowan County 
Amateur Radio Society 
 
• July 19, CARY, 52nd Annual Cary Mid-Summer Swapfest. Info at 
http://caryarc.org 
 
• July 26, WAYNESVILLE HAMFEST, Sponsored by the Western Carolina 
Amateur Radio Society and held at the Smokey Mountain Event Center • 
758 Crabtree Road • Waynesville, NC 28785. Flyer posted at 
https://wcars-club.org/ 
 
• August 9, FAYETTEVILLE, 25th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society 
Swapfest, Sponsored by the Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society. Infor can 
be found at https://cfarsnc.org/swap-fest 
 
• August 28-29, SHELBY, 69th annual Shelby Hamfest, “THE GRANDDADDY 
OF THEM ALL”, held at the Cleveland County Fairgrounds in Shelby and 
sponsored by the Shelby Amateur Radio Club. 
 
ARRL MATTERS 
 
Members are advised that the Second Board Meeting for the ARRL will be 
held in Connecticut in Ju ly. No agenda has been posted yet but when it 
is posted it will be publicly available at 
https://www.arrl.org/board-meetings . 

http://www.w4amc.com
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There are indications that a number of matters discussed at the January 
2025 Board Meeting will come up for potential action at the July 
meeting. 
 
Your attention is directed to the minutes of the January 2025 Board 
Meeting which discuss several proposed changes to ARRL Bylaws involving 
elections and disputes over candidate eligibility which were not 
finalized but were laid over for resolution at the July 2025 Board 
Meeting. The minutes of the January 2025 Board meeting can be found at 
https://www.arrl.org/board-meetings . 
 
The Executive Committee of the ARRL Board recently met on May 8 via 
Zoom. A number of matters were discussed by the Executive Committee 
several items focused on open matters discussed at previous meetings but 
not brought to closure by Executive Committee action. The minutes of 
the May 8 Executive Committee held via Zoom can be found at 
https://www.arrl.org/board-meetings . 
 
CLOSING COMMENT 
 
Warm weather has brought a significant increase in ham radio activities, 
 
 
Listed above are several hamfests as well as a lot of information about 
Field Day. In addition, there are numerous opportunities for Parks on 
the Air, Summits on the Air and there are opportunities for local groups 
to have a Special Event Station to celebrate their unique history. 
 
We will soon be involved in the Atlantic Hurricane Season. Are you 
ready? 
 
Ham radio is what you make of it. Get RADIOACTIVE!!! 
 
Marv, WA4NC 
NC Section Manager 
Boone  
 
May 29, 2025 
 
Despite having produced two newsletters per month for more than five 
years, I made a couple of mistakes in the newsletter sent out around 
midnight early this morning. 
 
Please accept my apologies for the following errors and/or omissions. 
 
a. The ROANOKE DIVISION TOWN HALL 
 
The virtual meeting will be held tonight at 8 PM. The agenda for the 
Town Hall will be distributed by Jim Boehner and Billl Morine later 
today but the correct starting time is 8 p.m. 

http://www.w4amc.com
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b. SHELBY HAMFEST 
 
A gremlin crept into the information about the SHELBY HAMFEST which will 
be held on Friday and Saturday of Labor Day weekend. The correct dates 
are August 29 and 30 at the Cleveland County Fairgrounds in Shelby. 
 
c, The Section Traffic Report for April 2025 was omitted from the 
newsletter. Thanks go out to Dave Roy (W4DNA) Section Traffic Manager 
and the various net managers for their service to amateur radio. 
 
Here is the information that I set aside two weeks ago for inclusion in 
the newsletter but omitted it last night. 
 
W4DNA - NC Section Net Report - APRIL 2025 
 
NET   NMGR  QNI  LISTED  PASSED  TIME  SESSIONS  TFC % 
 
SECTION NETS 
CN   AA4MP  359  151   148   632  60   98.01% 
CSN   KI4KZS  168  25   25   734  30   100.00% 
NCEN   WK4WC  413  111   107   428  30   96.40% 
NCMN  W3OJO  310  214   209   648  30   97.66% 
THEN   N3TLV  443  0   0   484  28   N/A 
 
LOCAL TRAFFIC NETS 
CWTN  N4CNX  352  159   159   655  30   100.00% 
ENCTN  W4DNA  142  14   14   225  26   100.00% 
PCTN   W4TTO  156  65   65   208  30   100.00% 
 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP NETS 
C-MNN  KI4FAQ  443  0   0   353  30   N/A 
 
TOTAL    2786  739   727   4367  294   98.38% 
 
Please let me reiterate the importance of finalizing your plans for 
Field Day. Designate someone in your group to post information about 
your plans for Field Day on the ARRL Field Day Locator webpage. 
 
I apologize for the errors in the most recent newsletter. Our high 
standard for completeness and accuracy will return in June. 
 
Marv, WA4NC 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Common Icom 7300 Commands 
 

[FP] = Front Panel button  
[TS] = Touch Screen  
 

Change Band 
 
[TS] Touch the MHz number - Select the band from the popup on touch screen  
[FP] Rotate the big knop to select frequency  
 

Change Mode 
 

[TS] Touch the Mode indicator above the MHz number - Select the mode from the popup.  
 

Change sideband USB/LSB, Touch the Mode indicator and SSB again to switch sidebands.  
 
USB-D is used for digital. Disables the microphone. To enable mic, touch mode and then DATA on the popup. 
To disable mic, do it again. If the -D is there, the mic is disabled.  
 

Change Filter 
 

[TS] Touch FIL# at center top. Each touch rotates FIL1, FIL2, FIL3, FIL1, etc.  
 

Antenna Tuner adjust 
 

The first time the transmitter is keyed on, the antenna turner will start and adjust for less that 3:1 and the 
TUNE light to stay on if less than 3:1. For Manual adjust, push [FP] TUNER and hold for 1 second to start 
tuning. If the TUNE light stays on, the antenna is matched. If the TUNE light goes out, the SWR is over 3 to 1 
so adjust the antenna or use an external turner. To turn tuner on or off, press the TUNER button. The TUNE 
light on or off to indicate status.  
 

CW Keyer type 
 

[TS] Select CW mode. Select Edit/Set. Select CW-KEY SET. Select Key Type. Select Straight, Bug or Pad-
dle. Select return arrow. 
 

Select Scope 
 

[FP] Push menu button. [TS] Touch SCOPE. For details, see PDF instruction manual, Chapter 5, 8 pages!  
[FP] Next to the menu button is the FUNCIION button. Several of these commands are also on the front panel.  
[FP] The MULTI knob next to the screen is at top left of the main turning dial. Turn it to change frequency or 
99 memory channels. Use V/M to switch from VFO to Memory. It’s to the right, above the main dial. Push the 
MULTI knob to see a menu for power, CW speed in CW mode. In SSB mode, adjust power, mic gain, etc. 
Push MULTI again to return touch screen to normal.  
 
The included BASIC manual is 80 pages and not much detail. The FULL manual is 180 pages on PDF only 
that can be downloaded and printed. You need the full manual for details. Also download the INFORMATION 
13 page manual for the latest menu and other changes for firmware version 1.40 that are not in the other manu-
als.  
 
W4YDY  

http://www.w4amc.com
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Some EXAM TESTING Locations 
General Class & License Testing: 
Pete Wene, WA5T, and the General Class has been going on since April 26, 2025 and the 8-week class will run thru 
June 14, 2025 with testing on June 14, 2025. If you are interested in upgrading to General now is the time.  If you are 
interested all the info is below: 
Location:     Filling Station 
                      221 Main St 
                       Pollocksville, NC 
Start:             26 April 
End:               14 June 
Time:             10 am – 12 noon 
Cost:               Free 
Manual:         ARRL General Study Guide, 10th edition….you can get it at Amazon for around $30 
 The class is open to anyone that would like to get their General license.  Please let all your friends, family and club 
members know about the class.  Please this notice the widest dissemination.  
 If you are interested then please register for the class using the following link -  
https://fillingstation1075.com/radio-class-registration/ 
 If you have any questions please contact me at pete@wene.net 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Technician Class & License Testing: 
Pete Wene, WA5T, also has a Technician Class that started on the 29th of April.  This 7-week class ends on June 10, 
2025 with a test for license  on June 10, 2025. 
Location:     First PH Church, 
                     1100 First Church Drive 
                      Goldsboro, NC 27534 
Start:            29 April 
End:              10 June 
Time:             6 pm – 8 pm 
Cost:              Free 
Manual:        ARRL Technician Study Guide, 5th edition….you can get it at Amazon for around $30 
 The class is open to anyone that would like to get their license.  If interested, please contact Pete Wene at: 
pete@wene.net 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
[NBARC] Ham Radio (VE) License Testing:   
The [NBARC] New Bern Amateur Radio Club sponsors a (VE) Ham Radio License Testing Exam on the 3rd Saturday 
of EVEN NUMBERED MONTHS, hours are 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM.  So, the next exam is scheduled for Saturday, June 
21, 2025.  
Exam times & location are: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM   
Rheem's Volunteer Fire Dept.   
5860 Hwy 17 South   
New Bern, NC 28562   
Contact:  Jim Scheer, W4NLD Ph: (252) 876-3733   
As you face the building, enter from the left side.  
Exam fees are $15.00 but, it might go up in the future, so don't be surprised if the fee changes. Bring cash, or make per-
sonal checks or money orders out to; ARRL/VEC.   
To obtain an Amateur Radio License and Call sign, you must first obtain a Federal Communication Commission (FCC) 
Registration Number (FRN).   
Go to the FCC.GOV Website - 
Select - FCC Commissions Registration System (CORES)   
Select - UPDATED CORES   
Select - LOGIN; and provide a username and password.   
Follow the instructions to obtain an FRN.   
After you have obtained your FRN, search the internet for NCVEC QUICK-FORM-605-APPLICATION. This will take 
you to the AMATEUR RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL) website with the interactive form NCVEC605. Fill out 
SECTION 1. Be sure to enter your FRN in the appropriate block, print the form, and bring it to the test session.   
Looking forward to meeting you at the exam session.   

http://www.w4amc.com
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Hi Folks, 
 
  Field Day is around the corner for us all. Also 
Hurricane season.  Are we ready? Times of need 
are like Death, we know not the day or the hour. 
I’m sure that like me, we all have equipment need-
ing to be dusted off, checked, charged up tested 
and more to make sure we can survive and help 
our families , friends and neighbors if something 
comes up. 
 
 Also short term supplies if we lose power and wa-
ter becomes scarce and food is gone from the store 
shelves. A supply for a few days will be handy. 
That’s a bit tricky for some, my wife and her sister 
is on guten free diet along with some other foods 
that gives my wife problems. That makes it hard to 
stock emergency foods for everyone. 
 No matter where we hope to be handling an emer-
gency, we need to be prepared and able to do it 
safely. 
 
 The BARC-PARC picnic went well. We had sev-
eral people with equipment to sell before the 
lunch. A fair size crowd to enjoy all the GREAT 
food was there. I wish I thought of doing a head 
count for you all. My bad. 

Interested in the Ham Chatter? 
 
  If your not receiving Ham Chatter email notices and 
would like to receive them, please send an email to 
Hamchatter@w4amc.com so we can get your email 
address and put you on our list. You may miss some 
important BARC or PARC notices.—KG4GVJ  
 
 
 

Be a Net Control 
  Volunteer to help with the weekly net for BARC or 
other Nets. All are welcomed. It’s a great practice for 
emergency nets or events. A script is available to read 
off of to help in the progress on the web site. 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE? 2025 events up! 

Website for NC hams who are interested in 
public service, Check it out at https://
hpsnc.org/.  
 
 
 
 

Get Ready for "Ham Radio Open 
House" on World Amateur Radio 
Day April 18, 2025 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:Hamchatter@w4amc.com
https://hpsnc.org/
https://hpsnc.org/
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BARC and PARC Picnic 2025 
 

More on the website W4AMC. 
Swap meet before the lunch had some offerings. Not sure how 

many showed up for it and the lunch. I thought I saw a lady 
counting heads during lunch, but it was quite a few folks from 2 

or more clubs. 
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BARC Website, some Blog 
page Titles 
 
Hex Beam in the Air!  
 
Even more than this on the 
website. 
 
Feel free to view, comment and 
add. 
 

E. N. C. Repeater 
Inc. 

Eastern North Carolina Re-

peater Association  
 

W4NBR Repeater 146.685 PL 
88.5  
 
Individual Membership (Annual Dues of 
$15.00), Family Membership – All li-
censed individuals domiciled at same the 
address (Annual Dues of $15.00)  
 

Dues (cash or check made payable 
to E.N.C. Repeater Inc.) to any 
Club Officer, or mail to David 
Burt, 1425 Harris Ct., Cary, NC 
27511 or email to 
enc@inner360.com 
 

U.S. KFF Park-County Da-
tabase Listing For World 

Wide Flora & Fauna 
(WWFF) 

 
https://countyhunter.com/Toplist/
KFF-County.htm 
Parks and state and counties they 
are in. 

*** Membership Dues*** 
 

 Membership dues for BARC are due January 1 every 
year. Membership dues are as follows and are almost 
the same as 2020: • Regular Member $20.00 • Family 
Member $2.00 • Associate Member (Non-Licensed) 
$5.00 • Honoree Members $0.00 • New Hams:  Free first 
calendar year (Jan. to Dec.) 
 
  We are requesting that you send the application form 
in, so that we can have your correct information on file. 
The form can be downloaded at: 
 https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for
-membership.pdf 
 
  Please give the application and dues to the Treasurer 
at the meeting or mail your dues, along with the member 
application form to: 
 
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 8387, Green-
ville, NC 27835  
  
 Or go to https://w4amc.com/membership/ to use PayPal 
at the page bottom. 
 
  If there are any questions concerning membership sta-
tus or dues, please contact Treasurer@w4amc.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and participation in 
BARC.  

**Renew/Join Now** 
Help Support  BARC. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fw4amc.com%2F2023%2F10%2F25%2Fhex-beam-in-the-air%2F&sr=0&signature=2cda30b13739a304d472c30579711bf8&blog_id=176603018&user=203641913&_e=eyJlcnJvciI6bn
mailto:enc@inner360.com
https://countyhunter.com/Toplist/KFF-County.htm
https://countyhunter.com/Toplist/KFF-County.htm
https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for-membership.pdf
https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for-membership.pdf
https://w4amc.com/membership/
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
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Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter for three months for each renewal. Ads must be received by the last 
week of the month to be included in the following issue. Send ads to: Ham Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 
27835. Or Email the Ham Chatter. 
 

Used Radios and equipment for Sale, Buy or Find: 
 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Commercial Ad Rates 
 

1/8 page, Business Card Size  
$10 per Month - $100 per Year 
Send ads to:  Ham Chatter,  
PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 
Help support Ham Chatter and the club.   
Donations accepted! 
 
No Charge for Ham’s selling or looking for items. 

BARC on FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ 

Facebook and Group details 
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.html#BARC 

 

Pitt County Repeater Association 
http://www.pcra.us/ 

How to print a copy of your FCC License  
by Jim, KV4SJ   
 
To access an official copy of your license: 
 
1. Go to: HTTPs://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/

licManager/login.jsp 
 
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has 

links to find or get your FRN.) 
 
3.   Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” 
in the links on the left hand side. 
 
4.   Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Au-
thorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it 
into the “Authorizations to Download” box. 
 
5.   Click on the Download button to download an 
official copy of your license in PDF format. 
via Forsyth ARC Newsletter, August 2020 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.pcra.us/
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2025 Starts Here: 
June 10 . . . . . . .  BARC Meeting 6:30pm 
June 12 . . . . . . .  PARC Meeting 7pm 
June 21 . . . . . . . ARRL Kids Day  
June 24 . . . . . . . BARC Board Meeting 
June 28-29 . . . .  FIELD DAY 2025 
July 8 . . . . . . . .  BARC Meeting 6:30pm 

The 13 Colonies event will take place from July 1, 9:00 AM to July 7, midnight EDT 
(July 1 – 1300 UTC – July 8 – 0400 UTC). This year the event will honor founder Ken Villone, 
KU2US, who is passing the torch to Tony Jones, N4ATJ. Villone has led the event for 16 years. Amateur radio 
operators and SWLs can participate in the event. Complete information about the call for each colony station 
and the bonus stations can be found on the event website .  
 
July 10 . . . . . . . PARC Meeting 
July 25 . . . . . . . BARC Governing Board 7pm 
Aug 12 . . . . . . . BARC Meeting 6:30pm 
Aug 14 . . . . . . . PARC Meeting 
Aug 26 . . . . . . . BARC Board 7pm 
Sept 9 . . . . . . . . BARC Meeting 6:30pm 
Sept 11 . . . . . . . PARC Meeting 
Sept 30 . . . . . . . BARC Board 7pm 
 
Contest Calendar: For more Contest and all the rules: 
 https//www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 

Visit the ARRL Contest Calendar for more events and information. 

Bruce Horn, WA7BNM,  Contest Calendar website. The site now includes a 5-Week Calendar . 
There’s more than I could post available. 
 
BARC Meetings are open to all. 

BARC Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM Live and  Zoom  
BARC Breakfast - Saturday after General meeting “The Bake My Day” at 2803 Evans st, Greenville, NC 
BARC Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM ZOOM Except  in December. 
 
PARC, Pamlico Meetings - 2nd Thursday @ 7pm 
 

**  Club Activities, Events, Ideas and Dates to do together.  ** 
 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE? 2025 events up! 

Website for NC hams who are interested in public service, Check it out at https://hpsnc.org/.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contest, Events and Meetings 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Upcoming Section, State, Division Conventions and Hamfest 

2025: 

• June 28-29, ARRL Field Day, info at https://
www.arrl.org/field-day 
 
• 07/12/20 25 - Firecracker Hamfest, Salisbury, oper-
ated by the Rowan 
Amateur Radio Society. Info available from Ralph 
Mowery , KU4PT, Email: 
rmowery42@charter.net 
 
• 07/19/2025 - 52nd Annual Cary Mid-Summer Swap-
fest, Cary Ritter Park, 
info at http://caryarc.org 
 
• July 26, Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society 
Hamfest, held at the 
Smokey Mountain Event Center. Waynesville. Info at 
http://wcars-club.org 
 
The ARRL Hamfest and Convention Database to find 
events in your 
area. 
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