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An Official BARC, W4AMC, and PARC, Publication Volume 59 Issue 4 April 2025 

Editor, Mark,  KG4GVJ    Email: hamchatter @ w4amc.com 

Amateur Radio 
“only fail-safe system” 

BARC April 8, 6:30pm in person 
and Zoom?. All members, families 
and guests are invited to attend. 
Oakwood School, 4000 MacGregor 
Downs Road. Greenville, NC 27834 . 

  

PARC April 10 
 

BARC Breakfast location “The Bake 
My Day” at 2803 Evans St, Greenville, 
NC. Remember, it’s on the Saturday 
following the General meeting. 
 

Rookie Roundup – Phone | April 
13, 2025  

BARC Board Meeting - April 
29, 2025. ZOOM 

 

Get ready for 2025 ARRL Field Day, 
June 28 - 29.  
 
  This year’s theme is “Radio Connects.” Get all the re-
sources to start preparing for your participation 
at www.arrl.org/FieldDay, and order t-shirts and other 
official gear at www.arrl.org/shop/FieldDay. The June 
issue of QST magazine will include a special section 
with additional advice and tips for Field Day, sponsored 
this year by LDG Electronics. The digital edition of 
June QST will be available on May 2, 2025.  

The National Voice of America Museum 
of Broadcasting, in conjunction with 
the West Chester Amateur Radio Asso-
ciation, announces expanded hours for 
the museum during 2025 Dayton 
Hamvention®.  
  The museum will be open Thursday May 15, 12:00 to 
9:00 PM; Friday May 16, 12:00 to 9:00 PM; Saturday 
May 17, 12:00 to 9:00 PM, and Sunday May 18, 12:00 
to 5:00 PM. Admission is $10.00 at the door. Amateur 
radio station WC8VOA will be on the air to operate. 
The museum is a short drive from Hamvention, down 
either Interstate 75 or Route 42 from Xenia. GPS use 
Crosley Blvd. The address is 8070 Tylersville Road, 
West Chester, Ohio 45069. Phone number is 513-777-
0027.  

Simplex Net this coming Monday 
April 7, 2025 after the Regular Monday net. 

Simplex, no Tones, 146.52 
Please record who you hear and can talk to. 
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 Please bring to the Test the 
following, required: 
• Photo ID (drivers license) 
• Original Amateur Radio 
License 
• Copy of Amateur Radio 
License 
• Original CSCE’s 
• Copy of CSCE 
• Test fee (Cash) . 
 FRN number is required. * 
 A valid Email address will 

need to be provided. 
 

See this link for further 
information: https://w4amc.com/
get-your-license-ve/  

Well Wishes 
 

Thoughts and Prayers go out to 
the following:  
 

The Family and friends of David 
Sourdis (SK) 
 
Please inform the Vice President and 
Ham Chatter of any changes or needs. 
This can be of death announcements, 

sickness or prayers requested. 
 

Next VE Session  

Happy Birthday 
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To find the next VE testing session 
please go to the ARRL web 
site: http://www.arrl.org/find-an-
amateur-radio-license-exam-
session and find one in your local 
area.  
 Practice taking the test on line 
with https://
www.hamradiolicenseexam.com.  

hamradioPrep.com 
HamStudy.org  
 
Study material at: http://
www.arrl.org/courses-training.                                                                                                                                                            

VE News 

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club 
members birthdays : 

 

04-16 KJ4DMV Geraldine 

04-18 WB4PMQ Macon  

04-28 K4EEP               Reggie  

 

 

 Please let me know of any additions or 

corrections. If yours is missing, I don’t 

have it! Email 

hamchatter@w4amc.com 

Presentation Ideas 
Needed                                                                                                                       

 

Please send ideas of new 
presentation topics and pre-
senters to our VP Judy 
W3JUU 

Email: info@w4amc.com 
 

The contents of this Newsletter 
doesn’t necessarily  express the 
opinion or views of Brightleaf Am-
ateur Radio Club or it’s members. 
No offence is intended. 

Gil Cartoons Courtesy of ARRL’s 2021 
Calendar(2020) and  Gil, a Collection of 
Classic Cartoon from QST(1986-2007) 
 
Articles in the Chatter may be from the 
ARRL Newsletters, ARES Newsletters and 
Section Managers. Others may be Material 
provided by others. Please respect possible 
copyrights. 
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A Farewell to a Pioneering RF Engineer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

David Sourdis, HK1A, SK.. 
 

   It was a sad day, March 25, 2025, the world lost one of the more brilliant radio frequency engineers that I 
have come to know. I have known him for over five years and done multiple projects with him. A lot of them 
are documented on this blog. We built all kinds of antennas raised towers and did all kinds of fun stuff. It’s so 
sad to hear of his passing. He was in Columbia, visiting his mother when he had a massive heart attack. He 
leaves behind his children, his mother and his sister’s family. Unfortunately I am not aware of all the details.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
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 I 

first got to know him through Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club meetings. He talked about using the antenna 
modeling software 4EzNec2 and I recorded the presentation and put it up on Vimeo. The link is here. Other 
times he would give lectures on radio frequencies and how to calculate feed lines and antenna lengths. The link 
is here. He used to work for Behr & Associates in Greenville for quite a few years and when his visa needed to 
be renewed, he could not renew his H1B visa. He moved to Canada. He was there for a year trying to get the 
Visa reinstated. He finally realized that this was going to be denied or delayed due to Washington Administra-
tion change. Then he moved to Spain. There he started to work with a satellite communication company and 
help build some of their large dishes. After a couple of years in Spain, he then left to visit his mother in Co-
lumbia.  
 
 He was a fierce CW competitor. One time, he went out to voice of America site C. He climbed the corner leg 
of the tower of one of the large 1000 foot-long rhombic antennas. There, he connected his little radio to it. He 
managed to get second place finish in the world on that contest because his signal really got out with just 100 
W on an IC 7300. He sat in his car for hours doing CW with the wire going up connected to the large antenna. 
That was the start of the project that he and I were working on. He was helping me design a ham station at 
the Voice of America site C. We had gotten estimates and designed an amateur radio station that would’ve 
been world class. Two events interrupted getting the funding for it and completing this project. One was the 
sudden passing of my wife. The other was his loss of his visa. America’s lost a really fine individual and a re-
ally bright RF engineer. I have lost a good friend.  
 
Ride the airwaves my friend and I will see you later, 73 Peter, N4PVH, 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://vimeo.com/353973679
https://vimeo.com/587665343?share=copy
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Hello Brightleaf Members! 
 
  Spring is officially here, and we have some great activities planned for this coming month.  We will be con-
ducting another simplex net on Monday the 7th directly following the regularly scheduled Brightleaf net 
starting at 8 p.m. local.  We welcome everyone to participate and discuss their operations during our meeting 
following on Tuesday at Oakwood School.  We are also going to have a Parks On The Air VOA Game Lands 
activation party on the 26th.  Make sure to visit the POTA website at https://pota.app to create an account be-
forehand so you can easily participate.  The activation starts at 8 a.m. and there will be a lunch picnic for 
those interested! 
 
Don't forget, RARSfest is Saturday, April 5th: https://www.rarsfest.org/ 
 
73, 
Nick Peaden KQ4PXG 

BARC’s President’s Corner, Nick KQ4PXG 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpota.app%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2501f86800d4409d6c6808dd6f3d38c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638789030910314918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCI
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rarsfest.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2501f86800d4409d6c6808dd6f3d38c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638789030910336494%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjA
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Rick WB6JRV’s PARC President’s 
Corner 

Hello to all  East Carolina Hams! 
This is Rick, PARC's President .- call sign WB6JRV. 
 
• PARC continues to be very active with lots of future activity planning.  
• The PARC WebSite has been refurbished and continues to add content and new items this year. Club 

Members should look at the new Members Section.  
• PARC has planning under way for Summer Field Day, June 22 - 23.  Location TBD as we may be los-

ing our desired site this year.  Stay tuned, but we hope you can join us for this outing.  
• PARC Tuesday and Thursday Nets will continue, both the 80m and 2m Nets on the  schedule listed below.  
• PARC has started planning for at least two (2) POTA outings this year, one in the Spring (TBD) and one 

coinciding with the National POTA Event, October 18 -19, 2025.  Put it on your calendar and plan on join-
ing us.  

• PARC Volunteer Examiners  will continue to give exams for all license classes, every other month on odd 
number months (Jan, Mar, May, July, Sept, and Nov).  To schedule your exam, see the PARC WebSite to 
verify locations/times  or contact us at INFO@PARC.COM 

•  PARC welcomes its recent four new members and thanks those new Hams that have reached out to join in 
the near future.  

•  PARC continues planning for the annual spring cookout.   Gary NG9T will continue to coordinate along 
with participation of the Brightleaf club.  The cookout will be in May this year, in order to not conflict 
with other ham events and holidays.  A few changes: 

* Schedule: 3rd Sat in May every year from here on out.    This year will be May 17. 
* Tailgate sale!!  Come early for deals! 
* Inviting hams from all of Eastern NC Clubs.  Everyone will be welcome. 
* Times: 9am Tailgate Sale, Lunch at Noon. 
* Location remains same: 
  Clarks Neck Fire Station #2 
  3797 Wharton Station Rd 
  Washington NC 27889 
 
73  
Rick Moyer - WB6JRV 
Tel: 619-787-3981 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:INFO@PARC.COM
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PARC Club Meetings: 
Meets  on the second Thursday of each month at : 
* Zion Episcopal Church 
* 7322 US 264 East 
* Washington, NC 27889 
* 7:00 PM start time 
Nets: 
2m Net ever Thursday at 8:00pm (Except 2nd Thursday meeting night) 
Washington (Chocowinity) repeater 147.255mhz PL 131.8 
80m Net every Tuesday at 7:00pm 
3850 SSB (or close by if freq in use) 
Breakfast every Wednesday at: 
Shep’s Grill 
129 N. Market St 
Washington, NC 27889 
Open to all Hams and interested parties. 
8:00 - 8:30 Start 
VE Sessions: Odd numbered month (Jan, Mar, May, July, Oct, and Nov) on 2nd Saturday at 9:30.  No walk-
ins, please reserve a spot. Next session May 10, 2025 
Contact Tom Kottke Kottketom@gmail.com or INFO@PARC.Com 
Location: 
Beaufort County EOC  
1420 Highland Ave 
Washington NC 27889 
 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
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NC Section News 
 
July 29, 2024 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THIS NEWSLETTER TO MEMBERS OF 
YOUR CLUB AND/OR GROUP.  THE ARRL EMAIL SYSTEM WAS HACKED AND WILL NOT 
BE OPERATIONAL UNTIL 2025.  COPIES OF PREVIOUS NC SECTION NEWSLETTERS, AS 
WELL AS ALL FUTURE NEWSLETTERS, CAN BE FOUND AT https://www.ncarrl.org  
 

North Carolina ARRL Section News – March 18, 2025  
 

GREETINGS FROM THE HIGH COUNTRY 
 
  Despite a dusting of snow yesterday and a 6 am overnight low of 30 degrees, there are hints that 
Spring may not be too far away.  Today, Tuesday, in the afternoon, the high temperature here (near 
Tweetsie Railroad) was 66 degrees.   
However, the weather at this time of year can be fickle and unpredictable.  Weather forecasts  on the 
TV call for 1-3 inches of snow in and around Boone-Banner Elk on this coming Friday.   
People up here know that early-Spring and late-Winter storms can involve some surprising and, at 
times, brutal weather.   
In 1993 a Superstorm and Blizzard on March 13 dumped 50 inches of snow up on Mt. Mitchell and 
there were three foot high snow drifts around here in the High Country.  I watched NC Forest Service 
and National Guard helicopters land in the Boone Mall parking lot where they picked up prescription 
drugs to be taken to isolated persons in western Watauga.  
Up here, blossoms don’t start popping out without the risk of being subject to freezing unit very late 
into April.  
NWS offices in Blacksburg VA and Morristown TN earlier today posted messages about a high danger 
of wildfires through Thursday evening due to dry conditions coupled with wind and very low (15-25%) 
humidity. 
 

ARRL Matters 
 
DREAM SWEEPSTAKES 
 
The ARRL and ICOM have announced the Dream Station Sweepstakes in which some lucky person will 
win a top of the line ICOM station that includes an ICOM 7769 200 watt HF plus 6 meter transceiver, 
an ICOM 1KW amplifier, a desk mike and a SEIKO commemorative watch.  I have been told that the 
station is valued at around $17,000.  
Persons who join ARRL or renew their League membership, donate to the ARRL Diamond Club or set 
up automatic membership renewals earn varying numbers of chances towards winning the sta-
tion.  Sweepstake rule and information can be found at   HERE.   No purchase is necessary and the 
sweepstakes run until December 31, 2025.  
 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.ncarrl.org
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-sweepstakes?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL&_zs=Nnrwl&_zl=wNmG3&fbclid=IwY2xjawJByEZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHSmSkwkpAgmYXfWLAJDF77mBif3g-yUmCm8gto4b8XXb1gE64_LE_e5fDw_aem_VsxzZ8Km6RMv-kQyJ5Q0Bw
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RADIO OPEN HOUSE 
 
ARRL has invited hams to participate in a Radio Open House on April 18 that is part of a worldwide cele-
bration on World Amateur Radio Day.  ARRL hopes that clubs will participate and use the event to publi-
cize ham radio and highlight ham radio as a pathway to careers involving Science, Engineering, Engi-
neering and Mathematics.  Information can be found at https://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-ham-radio-open
-house-site-locator-live-pr-workshop-registration. ARRL has posted a map on which groups can post 
the location of their Open House so the club can invite the public to participate.  
 
ARRL CLUB NEWS 
 
ARRL recently started producing its Club News which contains information that highlights activities undertak-
en by various clubs and offers suggestions about how to keep a club vital and active.  In order to receive the 
monthly issue of Club News ARRL members may subscribe at no cost or unsubscribe by editing their Member 
Data Page at www.arrl.org/opt-in-out .  Archived issues can be found at www.arrl.org/club-news .  
 
ARRL has just published an updated manual for club leaders that can be downloaded at the club page at the 
arrl.org webpage.  
 

NC Section Traffic Report 
 
Dave Roy (W4DNA) prepares a report each month that documents the activities on the various traffic nets that 
operate within the NC Section. Set out below is an abbreviated version of his report.  However, his complete 
report can be found at https://www.ncarrl.org/documents/TrafficReports/2025-02_NC_STM_Report.pdf .   
hanks go out to each of the traffic handlers as well as the various net managers and, of course,  to W4DNA . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.arrl.org/opt-in-out
http://www.arrl.org/club-news
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FIELD DAY PLANNING 
Field Day is coming up on June 28-29.  The event is always held on the fourth weekend in June each year.  Hun-
dreds of clubs across the country set up stations in parks and other public facilities to practice their emergency 
operating skills while competing over how many contacts they can make during the 24 hour period involved in 
Field Day.  
I travelled almost 4000 miles during my Field Day visits in the 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024 Field Day week-
end.  I am looking forward to additional across the state this year with hopes of visiting new and additional 
clubs.   
Clubs should begin their plans for Field Day and begin a publicity campaign that advises the public about the 
opportunity to learn first-hand about and to talk over ham radio.  Information about Field Day can be found 
at https://www.arrl.org/field-day .   Remember to publicize your Field Day operation and be sure to list your 
location on the ARRL Field Day locator map.  
 

FCC CHAIRPERSON SEEKS TO CUT RED TAPE 
The recently appointed FCC Chairperson has publicly spoken about his desire to the increase the efficiency of 
the FCC and plans to lead a concerted effort to repeal outdated and unnecessary FCC rules.   The public and 
groups affected by FCC rules are invited to submit by April 18 their suggestions for rules to be repealed.  Insid-
ers expect that the FCC will receive an avalanche of comments and many groups expect that the FCC will 
abolish numerous rules.   
Opinions vary as to how likely there will be significant changes in rules.  ARRL HQ has advised the Section 
Managers that the ARRL FCC attorney and the CE0 are closely monitoring this topic and will advise members 
when, how and where to offer comments.  

Information on Chairperson Brendan Carr’s initiative can be found at https://www.yahoo.com/news/trumps-
fcc-chair-wants-know-211515186.html  

 

DMR INFORMATION 
a.       Useful information about the PRN SYSTEM 

•         There have been intermittent issues with the PRN “Last Heard” display.  System op-
erators are aware that the computer that processes data from the CBridge (server) occa-
sionally shuts down and displays “502 Bad Gateway” instead of displaying information 
about transmissions over the PRN system. 

•         Rembert that very brief PTT kerchunks (less than one second in duration) do not show 
up on the last heard.  You should either give a lest count along with your call letters or use 
the Echotest talkgroup and hear how your signal sounds. 

•         Up here even with massive amounts of fiber and bandwidth, internet speed drop during 
major sporting events like the Final Four.    How much bandwidth can 21,000 students and 
other use.  Apparently quite a lot. 

        •         Some users continue to be frustration by attempts to communicate over the PRN 
system while using incorrect talkgroups or incorrect timeslots.  System operators have access to a 
nonpublic portal on the CBridge and we can see that attempts to use talkgroups which are not included 
in the listing for each PRN repeater that can be found at https://ncprn.net/?page_id=12).  Such attempts 
are automatically dropped by the CBridge, for example, when someone attempts to activate all 60 PRN 
repeaters  but they are using talkgroup 2 on timeslot 1.  Another example would be someone using 
Brandmeister Worldwide 91 on the PRN system; this is also rejected by the CBridge. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://www.yahoo.com/news/trumps-fcc-chair-wants-know-211515186.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/trumps-fcc-chair-wants-know-211515186.html
https://ncprn.net/?page_id=12
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•         If you are using the PRN system, use the talkgroups on the timeslots listed on the re-
peater page (ncprn.net). 

  
b.          Updated information about Brandmeister  
•         Brandmeister DMR Network will stop supporting some DMR radioid’s,  according to a posting on 
the Brandmeister page (https://brandmeister.network/.    For example, beginning this summer, the Brandmeis-
ter DMR network will no longer support certain devices with DMR IDs that begin with the number 1. Hams 
utilizing the Brandmeister network with affected DMR IDs are encouraged to request a new ID from RadioID. 
Brandmeister is requiring their users to obtain DMR IDs that adhere to a Mobile Country Code (MMC) stand-
ard to help facilitate automated process that make up the Brandmeister network.  5-digit CAP+ IDs will stop 
working June 1st. 7-digit personal radio IDs starting with 1 will stop working January 1, 2026. Repeaters with 
6-digit radio IDs starting with 1 will continue to work indefinitely.  
 

`UPCOMING EVENTS 
A.      RARSFEST April 5 

We are only a couple of weeks away from the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society’s RARSFEST which is held annually 
in the Jim Graham Building at the NC State Fairgrounds in Raleigh.    Competing public events, including food and 
music events,  have driven up the cost of motel rooms in and near Raleigh.  Information on the forums, license 
exams, demonstrations and dealers can be found at https://www.rarsfest.org/ 

  
B.      Dayton Hamvention May 16,17 and 18 

Preparations are underway for the Dayton Hamvention which is the largest gathering of amateur radio operators 
in North America.  Hamvention began in 1952 and offers an opportunity to meet with equipment manufacturers, 
major dealers, and League officials. There are numerous presentations and forums.  If you are looking for a part 
or piece of equipment, the saying is that if you can’t find it at Dayton, it probably cannot be found anywhere.   Mo-
tels space gets booked up as far as 50 miles away from the Greene County Fairground, site of the Hamven-
tion.  Information can be found at https://hamvention.org/ 

  
C.     UNFEST May 3 

Goldsboro will be the site of Unfest which will be held at 1st PH Church, 1100 The First Church Rd., 
Goldsboro, NC 27530. This is a tailgating event running from 8 am to noon in the Church parking lot and is 
organized by the Wayne County Amateur Radio Club. 
  

D.     Monster Mash May 15-18 
NCEM will hold a communications exercise called the Monster Mash at the Dupont State Forest Landing Strip 
near Brevard NC in Transylvania County.  This is an opportunity for persons with open Task Books to have por-
tions of their books signed off.  Information and registration can be found at https://terms.ncem.gov/TRS/
courseDesc.do?sourcePage=courseSearch&cofId=167388 

  
E.      Regional Communications Exercise June 17 

The Eastern Healthcare Preparedness Coalition (Greensville NC) will hold a full scale communications exercise 
using a variety of modes including Winlink, DMR, VIPER as well as amateur radio. Participation is limited to 
groups affiliated with an emergency management agency or amateur radio group.  Prior training requirements are 
identified at. https://terms.ncem.gov/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=courseSearch&cofId=167388 as is the 
opportunity to register for the exercise. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://brandmeister.network/
https://www.rarsfest.org/
https://hamvention.org/
https://terms.ncem.gov/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=courseSearch&cofId=167388
https://terms.ncem.gov/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=courseSearch&cofId=167388
https://terms.ncem.gov/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=courseSearch&cofId=167388
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F.      Firecracker Hamfest July 12 

Put on by the Rowan Amateur Radio Club in Salisbury, this event is held at the Salisbury Civic Center 315 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Ave S, Salisbury, NC .  Information can be found at https://rowanars.org/ . 

  
G.     WCARS HAMFEST, JULY 26 

The Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society will hold its hamfest at the  Smokey Mountain Event Cen-
ter • 758 Crabtree Road • Waynesville, NC.  When you want to escape the summer heat in the Piedmont 
or Downeast, this is a great hamfest to attend.  Information can be found. 

  
HELP WANTED 
Opportunities exist for interested persons to help with the NC Section’s operations.  If you want to be 
part of the team that keeps ham radio vital within this state, you may want to look over the Field Organi-
zation job descriptions that are posted at https://www.arrl.org/field-organization . 

 Talented persons are urged to particularly look over these Field Organization positions: 
  
                Affiliated Club Coordinator 
                Public Information Coordinator 
                Technical Coordinator 
 

CLOSING COMMENT 
  

Listed above is a discussion about an initiative by the FCC Chairperson to delete hundreds of FCC rules 
which are deemed to be obsolete, unnecessary, or too costly relative to the benefit derived from their 
application.    There can be no doubt that many rules could be done away with and would cause little 
impact.  
  
However, we should all remember that a rule we don’t like or think is unnecessary has some interest 
group that has fought hard to get it adopted and derive benefits from its enforcement.  Broadcasters, 
cell companies, satellite system operators, ham radio operators, medical researchers, chemical com-
panies, and others all have rules they would like to see repealed and would like the enforcement agen-
cies to be reduced in size or be abolished. 
  
My father always told me to be careful what you wish for.  
  
Remember that doing away with rules may leave the field open for the biggest and strongest interest 
groups to do what their economic resources permit while others with far fewer resources may wake up 
to find that they actually are far worse off than they were under the repealed rules or abolished agen-
cy.  A simple phrase like cutting red tape sounds attractive but may lead us into completely uncharted 
territory. 
  

http://www.w4amc.com
https://rowanars.org/
https://www.arrl.org/field-organization
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Marv Hoffman, WA4NC 
NC Section Manager 
Boone 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Some teasers of Peter’s Blog. Go to the W4AMC website for more photos and the story behind 
them. 

 

Bucket List Sailing: Memories from New Zealand 

 

 

 

By DrPVH on March 24, 2025 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fw4amc.com%2F2025%2F03%2F24%2Fbucket-list-sailing-memories-from-new-zealand%2F&sr=0&signature=f9f9bceabd751bdd4a5a66d50b59a88e&blog_id=176603018&user=2
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Hi Folks, 
 
  Will I have this out in time this month? It’s get-
ting close. Sorry Peter, Just not able to put your 
article in the Chatter as well as it deserves. So 
hopefully, the teasers I put in will get them to see 
the full article on the website. It’s worth reading. 
 
  It seems to be harder in someways  on getting this 
newsletter done in a good way with the changes on 
software on all fronts. It wasn’t easy learning on 
how to do this at the beginning, but got easier as I 
got going. Not it’s going the other direction with 
Copy and paste. What works one time, may not 
work the next time. Which can also affect any fix-
es of articles that may have a mistake.  It’s like 
some E-books I read. The arthor May have a wom-
an speaking, then in one sentence She’s a He, then 
back to a She. Poor proof reading before publish-
ing. Well I hope to get over these hurdles and will 
try to keep this Newsletter Looking well for both 
Clubs. 

Interested in the Ham Chatter? 
 
  If your not receiving Ham Chatter email notices and 
would like to receive them, please send an email to 
Hamchatter@w4amc.com so we can get your email 
address and put you on our list. You may miss some 
important BARC or PARC notices.—KG4GVJ  
 
 
 

Be a Net Control 
  Volunteer to help with the weekly net for BARC or 
other Nets. All are welcomed. It’s a great practice for 
emergency nets or events. A script is available to read 
off of to help in the progress on the web site. 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE? 2025 events up! 

Website for NC hams who are interested in 
public service, Check it out at https://
hpsnc.org/.  
 
 
 
 

Get Ready for "Ham Radio Open 
House" on World Amateur Radio 
Day April 18, 2025 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:Hamchatter@w4amc.com
https://hpsnc.org/
https://hpsnc.org/
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ARRL to Gather Comments from Members on FCC’s Public Notice 
  

Dear ARRL Member, 
  

On March 12, 2025, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued a Public Notice titled “In 

Re: Delete, Delete, Delete,” seeking input from the public on FCC rules that may be outdated, unnec-

essary, or in need of modification. This inquiry is part of the FCC's ongoing effort to alleviate regulato-

ry burdens across various services, including the Amateur Radio Service. 
  

As part of this review, ARRL is conducting a thorough examination of the provisions in Part 97 and re-

lated rules that affect amateur radio operators. ARRL’s written comments, which will be prepared by 

our FCC Counsel and the ARRL Executive Committee, will include consideration of feedback we re-

ceived from members. 
  

Members who want to share comments and concerns about this matter are urged to share your 

feedback directly with ARRL. Please submit your comments by March 31, 2025 and use the follow-

ing feedback form: 
  

www.arrl.org/fcc-public-notice-march-2025 

  

ARRL will submit our official filing to the FCC by the April 11 deadline. After that, there will be an op-

portunity for reply comments at the FCC until April 28, and then later, opportunities for public com-

ment on any rules the FCC proposes to delete or modify. 
  

While the FCC Public Notice is a broad inquiry that does not single out any specific radio service, ARRL 

is nonetheless committed to protecting the Amateur Radio Service, promoting its public interest 

goals, and ensuring your right to access radio spectrum. 
  

ARRL will continue to work on this matter, and we will inform members as more news develops. 

  

Thank you, 
  

73 
  

ARRL Executive Committee 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farrl.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0zMjg3NzEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDUwNzU5MCZsaT0zNzM4MDI0OQ%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc544d92ad95a4578d3f408dd68ad855a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638
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BARC Website, some Blog 
page Titles 
 
Hex Beam in the Air!  
 
Even more than this on the 
website. 
 
Feel free to view, comment and 
add. 
 

E. N. C. Repeater 
Inc. 

Eastern North Carolina Re-

peater Association  
 

W4NBR Repeater 146.685 PL 
88.5  
 
Individual Membership (Annual Dues of 
$15.00), Family Membership – All li-
censed individuals domiciled at same the 
address (Annual Dues of $15.00)  
 

Dues (cash or check made payable 
to E.N.C. Repeater Inc.) to any 
Club Officer, or mail to David 
Burt, 1425 Harris Ct., Cary, NC 
27511 or email to 
enc@inner360.com 
 

U.S. KFF Park-County Da-
tabase Listing For World 

Wide Flora & Fauna 
(WWFF) 

 
https://countyhunter.com/Toplist/
KFF-County.htm 
Parks and state and counties they 
are in. 

*** Membership Dues*** 
 

 Membership dues for BARC are due January 1 every 
year. Membership dues are as follows and are almost 
the same as 2020: • Regular Member $20.00 • Family 
Member $2.00 • Associate Member (Non-Licensed) 
$5.00 • Honoree Members $0.00 • New Hams:  Free first 
calendar year (Jan. to Dec.) 
 
  We are requesting that you send the application form 
in, so that we can have your correct information on file. 
The form can be downloaded at: 
 https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for
-membership.pdf 
 
  Please give the application and dues to the Treasurer 
at the meeting or mail your dues, along with the member 
application form to: 
 
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 8387, Green-
ville, NC 27835  
  
 Or go to https://w4amc.com/membership/ to use PayPal 
at the page bottom. 
 
  If there are any questions concerning membership sta-
tus or dues, please contact Treasurer@w4amc.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and participation in 
BARC.  

**Renew/Join Now** 
Help Support  BARC. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fw4amc.com%2F2023%2F10%2F25%2Fhex-beam-in-the-air%2F&sr=0&signature=2cda30b13739a304d472c30579711bf8&blog_id=176603018&user=203641913&_e=eyJlcnJvciI6bn
mailto:enc@inner360.com
https://countyhunter.com/Toplist/KFF-County.htm
https://countyhunter.com/Toplist/KFF-County.htm
https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for-membership.pdf
https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for-membership.pdf
https://w4amc.com/membership/
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
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Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter for three months for each renewal. Ads must be received by the last 
week of the month to be included in the following issue. Send ads to: Ham Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 
27835. Or Email the Ham Chatter. 
 

Used Radios and equipment for Sale, Buy or Find: 
 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Commercial Ad Rates 
 

1/8 page, Business Card Size  
$10 per Month - $100 per Year 
Send ads to:  Ham Chatter,  
PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 
Help support Ham Chatter and the club.   
Donations accepted! 
 
No Charge for Ham’s selling or looking for items. 

BARC on FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ 

Facebook and Group details 
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.html#BARC 

 

Pitt County Repeater Association 
http://www.pcra.us/ 

How to print a copy of your FCC License  
by Jim, KV4SJ   
 
To access an official copy of your license: 
 
1. Go to: HTTPs://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/

licManager/login.jsp 
 
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has 

links to find or get your FRN.) 
 
3.   Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” 
in the links on the left hand side. 
 
4.   Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Au-
thorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it 
into the “Authorizations to Download” box. 
 
5.   Click on the Download button to download an 
official copy of your license in PDF format. 
via Forsyth ARC Newsletter, August 2020 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.pcra.us/
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2025 Starts Here: 
 
April 2 . . . . . . . . UKEICC 80m Contest (phone) 
April 3 - 4 . . . . . Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest (CW) 
April 3 . . . . . . . . SARL 80m QSO Party (phone) 
April 3 . . . . . . . . NRAU 10m Activity Contest (CW, phone, digital) 
April 5 . . . . . . . . Walk MS: Raleigh  

April 5 . . . . . . .  RARSfest   
April 8 . . . . . . .  BARC Meeting 6:30pm 
April 10 . . . . . .  PARC Meeting 
April 18 . . . . . .  Amateur Radio Day Open House 
April 25 . . . . . .  BARC Board meeting 7pm 
May 8 . . . . . . . .  PARC Meeting 
May 13 . . . . . . . .BARC Meeting 6:30pm 
May 27 . . . . . . .  BARC Board Meeting 7pm 
June 10 . . . . . . .  BARC Meeting 6:30pm 
June 12 . . . . . . .  PARC Meeting 
June 21 . . . . . . . ARRL Kids Day  
June 24 . . . . . . . BARC Board Meeting 
June 28-29 . . . .  FIELD DAY 2025 
 
Contest Calendar: For more Contest and all the rules: 
 https//www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 

Visit the ARRL Contest Calendar for more events and information. 

Bruce Horn, WA7BNM,  Contest Calendar website. The site now includes a 5-Week Calendar . 
There’s more than I could post available. 
 
BARC Meetings are open to all. 

BARC Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM Live and  Zoom  
BARC Breakfast - Saturday after General meeting “The Bake My Day” at 2803 Evans st, Greenville, NC 
BARC Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM ZOOM Except  in December. 
 
PARC, Pamlico Meetings - 2nd Thursday @ 7pm 
 

**  Club Activities, Events, Ideas and Dates to do together.  ** 
 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE? 2025 events up! 

Website for NC hams who are interested in public service, Check it out at https://hpsnc.org/.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contest, Events and Meetings 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farrl.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0zMjU1MjE1JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDUwNzU5MCZsaT0zNjkwNTk5OQ%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cfd69b6089d2f465eda9308dd4c8598ab%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farrl.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0zMjE4NTk3JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDUwNzU5MCZsaT0zNjMyNTQ2Ng%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce7c52960704545aaa28308dd2081dffe%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C
https/www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/fivewkcal.html
https://hpsnc.org/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Upcoming Section, State, Division Conventions and Hamfest 

2025: 

 04/05/2025 RARSfest, ARRL North Carolina State 
Convention 

Location: Jim Graham Building, NC State 
Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity Drive, Raleigh NC 
27601 
Sponsor: Raleigh Amateur Radio 

Website: http://www.rarsfest.org    

 
 
The ARRL Hamfest and Convention Database to find 
events in your area. 
 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.rarsfest.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.arrl.org%2Fhamfests&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbffd6c2f5d454bc4332008dc3f05a7e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638454540742631847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV

